
Words of Praise for
The Unspoken Gift

What is a life well lived? To ask that question is to have 
the greatest courage to reflect and self-examine. Aldo 
traces his life’s story from early childhood in Cuba, 
through the trials of his young exile from his native 
country, and to the tests of building and continually 
re-building and re-inventing his life in the U.S.. His 
powerful emotional journey stirs up our deepest 
fears as we find out how, because of the threats of the 
Communist regime in Cuba, his parents decide to 
send him to the U.S. knowing they might never see 
him again. His parent’s greatest sacrifice is made in the 
name of saving the child’s life – it emerges from and is 
sustained by the unspoken gift of unconditional love, 
the very sustenance of life itself.

 Ljudmila Mila Popovich, poet and critical writer
Author of Cinemagic Realism: Magic Realisim in 

International Cinema
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My paternal grandparents,
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